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possible hazards arising from the release to the 
environment of modified organisms. It is impor­
tant that the Government take effective action if 
public confidence in this important new technolo­
gy is to be preserved. 

Pollution Control in Enterprise Zones 

88. There is no question of relaxing pollution 
control requirements in Enterprise Zones. The 
legislation governing pollution control makes no 
distinction between Enterprise Zones and other 
areas. 

Local and other statutory 
authorities should continue to 
apply the same pollution 
control standards in Enterprise 
Zones as elsewhere (7.102). 

Subsidies for Pollution Control Equipment 

89. A study of the availability of subsidies for 
investment in pollution control equipment in 
certain Member States has been completed for 
the Department of the Environment by Environ­
mental Resources Limited ( 2 1 ) . This research was 
carried out in response to the House of Lords 
Select Committee on the European Communities' 
Report on the Polluter Pays Pr inc ip le^ . Follow­
ing a review of pollution charging systems in 
Member States, which is currently in hand, the 
results of both studies will be fully evaluated to 
assess whether or not such instruments should be 
incorporated into UK pollution control policy. In 
this context, we draw attention to the adoption, at 
the European Council of Environment Ministers 
in June 1984, of the Regulation on Action by the 
Community Relating to the Environment. 
Amongst other things, this Regulation enables 
the Community to make grants towards projects 
for the demonstration of new clean technologies 
in certain industries and the development of new 
techniques for measuring and monitoring certain 
pollutants. 

The Government should 
undertake a study of the 
operation of subsidies for 
pollution control equipment 
and for clean technology in 
other Member States and 
should evaluate the 
consequences of the 
incorporation of similar 
arrangements in United 
Kingdom environmental policy 
(7.105). 

21. Pollution Control Subsidies for Industry in Europe. Prepared for the Department of the 
Environment, 1984. 

22. The Polluter Pays Principle. House of Lords Select Committee on the European 
Communities, Session 1982-83, Tenth Report; HMSO, 1983. 
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Priority and Resources 

90. We agree with the Royal Commission that 
continuity and anticipation are essential compo­
nents of forward planning. During the last decade 
environmental protection policy in the United 
Kingdom has moved significantly away from 
short-term reaction to obvious and immediate 
pollution problems towards a greater concentra­
tion on more subtle problems whose prevention 
requires long-term forward planning. This re­
sponse sets out elsewhere our proposals for 
increased research and monitoring in specific 
areas, and for a more strategic approach to 
research generally. It also describes our longer-
term proposals for improving water quality, 
particularly in areas where the Royal Commission 
have made criticisms. Our policy on the removal 
of lead from petrol, on an agreed timetable and in 
consultation with our European Community col­
leagues and the motor manufacturers, is an 
example of our general approach. We recognise 
the force of the Royal Commission's recom­
mendation and we shall endeavour to extend it 
throughout all aspects of our environmental 
policy. 

Pollution control policy, and 
environmental policy 
generally, should be accorded 
the priority and resources 
adequate for their integration 
in the national decision­
making process, so that their 
potential benefits can be 
realised to the full and at least 
cost (7.109). 

32 



APPENDIX 

INDEX 

Royal Paragraph of the Royal Paragraph of the 
Commission's Government's Commission's Government's 
Recommendation Response Recommendation Response 

7.61 
7.7J 

45-48 
7.57 
7.60 

42-43 
49 

7.8 ^ 7.61 50 
7.9 7.62 52 
7.10 7.63 51 
7.11 7.66' 
7.12 17-23 7.67 >• 53-54 
7.13 7.68J 
7.14 7.70 55-58 
7.15 7.72 59 
7.16 > 

7.76 60 
7.17 83 7.77' 
7.25 84 7.78 61-64 
7.26 76-78 7.79. 
7.28 79 7.81 65 
7.29 80 7.86 66 
7.30 81 7.87 67-68 
7.39 
7.45 

26-30 
31 

7.891 
7.90. 

69-70 

7.47 32-33 7.92 71-72 
7.48 34 7.95 85-86 
7.50 35 7.98 82 
7.51 36 7.101 87 
7.52 37-38 7.102 88 
7.53 39 7.105 89 
7.56 40-41 7.109 90 

33 



This is the twenty second in a series of official papers published for the 
Department of the Environment on various aspects of pollution. 

Titles published to date are; 
1. The Monitoring of the Environment in the United Kingdom (1974) 
2. Lead in the Environment and its Significance to Man (1974) 
3. The Non-Agricultural Uses of Pesticides in Great Britain (1974) 
4. Controlling Pollution (1975) 
5. Chlorofluorocarbons and their Effect on Stratospheric Ozone (1976) 
6. The Separation of Oil from Water for North Sea Oil Operations (1976) 
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(1976) 
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United Kingdom and the United States of America: Joint Annual Report 
1976-77 (1977) 

14. Lead Pollution in Birmingham (1978) 
15. Chlorofluorocarbons and their Effect on Stratospheric Ozone. Second 

Report (1979) 
16. The United Kingdom Environment 1979: Progress of Pollution Control 

(1979) 
17. Cadmium in the Environment and its Significance to Man (1980) 
18. Air Pollution Control (1982) 
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This series is complemented by a series of Pollution Reports which provide 
information on pollution matters which may be of more limited public interest 
or which is not yet in a form which would merit publication as a Pollution 
Paper. 

The titles already published in the Pollution Report series are: 
1. The Monitoring of Environmental Pollution: Report of the first UK/ 

USSR Monitoring Symposium (DOE, 1977) 
2. Monitoring the Marine Environment of the United Kingdom: The First 

Report of the Marine Pollution Monitoring Management Group 1975-
1976 (DOE, 1977) 

3. Elaboration of the scientific bases of monitoring the quality of surface 
water by hydrobiological indicators: Report of the First UK/USSR 
Seminar held at Valdai, USSR, 12-14 July 1976 (DOE, 1978) 

4. Digest of Environmental Pollution Statistics No. 1 (HMSO, 1978) 
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5. Glossary of Air Pollution Terms: Air Pollution Monitoring Management 
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Report of the Marine Pollution Monitoring Management Group 1977-
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9. Digest of Environmental Pollution and Water Statistics No. 3 (HMSO, 
1980) 

10. European Community Screening Programme for Lead: United Kingdom 
Results for 1979-1980 (DOE, 1981) 

11. The Glasgow Duplicate Diet Study, 1979/80. A joint survey for the 
Department of the Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (DOE, 1981) 

12. Department of the Environment Sponsored Research on Radioactive 
Waste: Progress Report 1980 (DOE, 1981) 

13. Digest of Environmental Pollution and Water Statistics No. 4 (HMSO, 
1982) 

14. Monitoring the Marine Environment: Into the Eighties: The Third 
Report of the Marine Pollution Monitoring Management Group 1979-
1981 (DOE, 1982) 

15. Blood-Lead Concentrations in Pre-school Children in Birmingham: A 
report of the Steering Committee on Environmental Lead in Birmingham 
(DOE, 1982) 

16. Digest of Environmental Pollution and Water Statistics No. 5 (HMSO, 
1983) 

17. State-of-the-Art Review of Radioactivity Monitoring Programmes in the 
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